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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To effectively reduce sounds produced by 
splashed water at the time 

of washing in a washing machine by actuating a draining 
means for a prescribed 

period of time when it is discriminated that sounds 
produced in the tank of the 

machine exceed a prescribed level from the sound detecting 
signal of a sound 
detecting means . 

CONSTITUTION: When a start switch is operated, a feed 
water valve 11 is 

energized and prewashing is performed. Thereafter, sound 
detecting signals 



inputted from a microphone 9 are read for a prescribed 
period of time while an 

agitating body continues rotation. Then, mean noise value 
(d) is calculated 

from the sound detecting signals. When the water quantity 
is too large to the 

quantity of laundry, the noise including sounds produced by 
splashed water 

exceeds a reference noise value D. When the noise is high, 
it is discriminated 

that the mean sound value (d) is equivalent to or over the 
reference noise 

value D. According to the discriminated result, the inner 
tank 3 is drained for 

a prescribed period of time by energizing a drain valve 7. 
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